
	

Memorial Resolution Celebrating the Life of John C. Miller 
 

WHEREAS, the Honorable John C. Miller, member of the Virginia State Senate passed away 
suddenly on April 4, 2016; and 

WHEREAS, John C. Miller studied at Northern Illinois University before embarking on a 
distinguished career in public service as  a respected journalist, congressional aide, higher 
education administrator, and public broadcasting administrator; and 
WHEREAS, fresh out of college and desiring to serve the public John C. Miller embarked on a 
career in journalism as news director at WVEC for twelve years, receiving numerous accolades 
from his colleagues in the media for his integrity and commitment to accurate reporting of news 
to the public; and 
WHEREAS, desiring to be of greater service to the people of Virginia, John C. Miller went on to 
become a top aide to Republican U.S. Senator Paul Trible for six years, providing exemplary 
constituent service to the citizens of the Commonwealth of Virginia; and  

WHEREAS, at the conclusion of Sen. Trible’s time in office John C. Miller returned to his first 
love of journalism and Hampton Roads as a news anchor at WVEC for six years, bring with him 
to the news desk the same spirit of public service and concern for accurate reporting that defined 
his time as news director earlier in his career; and 

WHEREAS, John C. Miller found his true passion in advocating for increased educational 
opportunity for the young people of Hampton Roads and the Lower Peninsula, and went on to 
become Vice President of University Relations at Christopher Newport University; and 
WHEREAS, John C. Miller’s career at Christopher Newport University was marked by 
significant investment from the Commonwealth of Virginia, increased enrollment of students, 
qualitative improvements in academic programs, and a legacy that left the institution stronger 
than John found it; and 
WHEREAS; John C. Miller gave of his time and energy freely to numerous charitable and civic 
organizations with a focus on promoting childhood literacy and opportunity in Hampton Roads, 
most notably through his work with the Food Bank of the Virginia Peninsula, Junior League 
Hampton Roads, Downtown Hampton Child Development Center, Newport News Alliance for 
Youth, Newport News YMCA, Newport News Youth Commission, and the Peninsula Reads 
Literary Council; and 
WHEREAS, John C. Miller’s career in public service culminated in 2007 with his election to the 
Virginia State Senate from the 1st District, a campaign that is fondly remembered by a number of 
Christopher Newport University and William and Mary Young Democrats whom he mentored 
during that effort, as well as serving to mentor numerous members of the 1st Congressional 
District over the years; and 

WHEREAS, upon election to the Virginia State Senate John C. Miller quickly distinguished 
himself as a fierce advocate of educational opportunity for Virginia’s most vulnerable 
schoolchildren, becoming a leader in the legislative fights that reduced Standards of Learning 
(SOL) testing and increased physical activity opportunities during the school for students; and 



	

WHEREAS, a man of tremendous integrity, uncommon compassion, and immense kindness 
John C. Miller leaves behind a legacy of service to the Commonwealth that will be remembered 
far beyond his lifetime; and  
WHEREAS, John C. Miller will be fondly remembered and greatly missed by his wife Sharron, 
daughter Jenny, son-in-law Mark, son John, daughter-in-law Mary Peyton, and grandson Isaac;  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the 1st Congressional District 
Democratic Committee hereby note with sadness the loss of an accomplished and admired 
journalist, congressional aide, higher education administrator, public broadcasting administrator, 
State Senator, and highly esteemed citizen of the Commonwealth, the Honorable John C. Miller; 
and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chair of the 1st Congressional District Democratic Committee 
present this resolution to the family of John C. Miller as an expression of the gratitude for his 
service and great sorrow for his loss. 


