
Candidate Statement: Mitchell Croom, Delegate for Hillary Clinton 

 

The Democratic Party is the only major party to stand for diversity. We not only promote 

diversity in our races and ethnicities, but through our thoughts and opinions. Through my 

experiences with our organization, my own beliefs have been challenged and reformed, and I 

hope I have helped others do the same. Stagnation and adherence to old dogmas cannot move our 

country forward; innovation and new ideas are what actually make America great, and only 

progressivism promotes those values. 

 I have lived in Virginia my entire life. York County has been my home though my 

childhood, even into my college years as I attend William & Mary and commute every day. This 

community has been the one constant in my life as so much else has changed. As any Democrat 

from my hometown can tell you, it is far from perfect. Liberal values are excluded from local 

government, discrimination against LGBT people is common, and our neighbors are often 

unwilling to consider progressive ideas. Nevertheless, I love my community, and I will continue 

to fight for it to become a friendlier place to Americans of all backgrounds. As part of that fight, 

I have been a member of my local Party committee since graduating high school. 

 I have been a student at William & Mary for three years, and my commitment to 

progressive values has not wavered. Academically, I study international security, and hope to 

one day help the federal government create better foreign policy, something Secretary Clinton 

herself has championed in her years with the Obama Administration. On campus, I serve as 

William & Mary’s Chair of Student Life within the student government. As Chair, I am the chief 

student tasked with creating policies to improve students’ well-being on campus. It’s a position 

that has challenged me greatly, and will continue to do so as I finish my last year as a graduate 

student. I am honored to serve my classmates, as I am honored to be at this convention today. 

 Hillary Clinton has been an inspiration to me my entire life. In the face of toxic 

Republican rhetoric, she has risen above petty political squabbles to become a phenomenal 

advocate for millions of Americans. Her commitment to finding the best solutions to our 

country’s problems, even when those solutions are not the most popular or best-received, 

inspires countless policy nerds like me. Her status as a woman at the pinnacle of American 

government will inspire generations of women leaders yet to come. It would be the greatest 

privilege of my life to be a delegate for her at the National Convention. Thank you. 


