
Resolution to Consider Renaming the Democratic Party’s Annual Jefferson-Jackson Dinner 

WHEREAS, Thomas Jefferson and Andrew Jackson have long been viewed as founders of the 
Democratic Party; and 
WHEREAS, Thomas Jefferson is also universally recognized as a founding father of the United 
States, the principal author of seminal documents in U.S. history including the Declaration of 
Independence and the Virginia Statute on Religious Freedom, and the third President of the 
United States, honored as the man who wrote that “all men are created equal,” one of the 
fundamental values on which our country was founded; and 

WHEREAS, Andrew Jackson served in both the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. 
Senate, attracted supporters who formally founded the Democratic Party in the late 1820s, and 
served as the seventh President of the United States;   
WHEREAS, the Democratic Party of Virginia has for many years held an annual fundraising 
dinner known as the Jefferson-Jackson Dinner in honor of Thomas Jefferson and Andrew 
Jackson; and 

WHEREAS, Thomas Jefferson’s status as a substantial slaveholder and his historically mixed 
and conflicted record on the issues of slavery, treatment of slaves, and the capacities of African 
Americans were not universally held even in his age and are repugnant to the values of the 
Democratic Party today; and 

WHEREAS, Andrew Jackson was a substantial slaveholder, his active support of slavery was not 
similarly conflicted, and his policy of removal and treatment of American Indians resulting in 
The Trail of Tears were controversial even in his age and is repugnant to the values of the 
Democratic Party today; and 

WHEREAS, there are other individuals in the modern era who are worthy of honor and better 
reflect the values of the modern Democratic Party, such individuals as Franklin Roosevelt, John 
F. Kennedy, Frances Perkins, Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks, Barack Obama, and many 
others; and 

WHEREAS, a more generic name that promotes Democratic values may also be appropriate; and 
WHEREAS, the time is opportune for the Party to examine the issue and propose one or more 
options for further consideration; and 
WHEREAS, such a process would show respect for the changes that have occurred in the world 
since the Democratic Party’s founding; and 
WHEREAS, such consideration would be consistent with Thomas Jefferson’s admonition that 
“as new discoveries are made, new truths disclosed, and manners and opinions change with the 
change of circumstances, institutions must advance also, and keep pace with the times;” and 

NOW, THEREFORE, the 1st Congressional District Democratic Committee calls upon the 
Democratic Party of Virginia to establish a committee for the purpose of renaming of the annual 
Jefferson-Jackson Dinner to something more consistent with the values of the Party.  


